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We use The National Socioeconomic Survey (SUSENAS) data from 1992 to 2012, to describe
the condition of education development in Indonesia before and after the Reform Era.
Historical data on education of Indonesia shows that this country has made a remarkable
achievement in education development, which is indicated by a significant improvement on
several education indicators. However, 1997-1998 Asian crisis is believed had slowed down
the development of education sector in Indonesia.

Three indicators areused in this study to measure the performance of education development,
which are yearly schooling, net enrollment rate, and literacy rate. We found the gap of years of
school between gender, region and income group is getting narrowed in the reform era. The net
enrollment rate of all level of education also improved between 1992 and 2012. The gap
between gender, region and income group also tends to be narrowed. However, we find that in
several conditions the gap tends to be widened after the crisis. First case is between urban and
rural people at elementary school. Second case is between income groups at elementary
school. Third is between male and female at senior high school. Finally, the case is between
income groups at tertiary education level. Literacy rate indicator also shows an improvement.
The gap between different groups of people is also getting narrowed, except the gap between
the rich and the poor. It tends to be widened after the crisis. The last indicator which is dropout
rate also shows an improvement without interrupted by crisis. However, this is only happened at
elementary school level. For the other level, the condition happened in different way. The gap
between different groups of people is also narrowed after the reform era.
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